-Data from two different satellites, a digital land cover map, and digital census data were analyzed and combined in a geographic information system to study the effect of urbanization on pnotosyntheti%productivity in the United States.
3) Higher productivity in the urbanized areas throughout the year (Fig. 5) , and 4) Higher productivity in the urbanized areas during a resource limited part of the seasonal cycle but lower yearly summed productivity (Fig. 6) . we studied. Urbanized areas within these cover types show an earlier start of photosynthesis in the spring, a lower peak production, and a slower reduction at the end of the growing season.
Occasionally mid-winter photosynthetic activity was also observed in these areas possibly due to a heat island effect. The yearly impact of urbanization in these areas is variable, some demonstrating a net loss, others showing a net gain in productivity.
Examples of this pattern can be seen in two Mixed Forest cover types around Chicago, Illinois.
The forest cover type in Fig. 3 in the urbanized area as compared to natural land cover through most of the year indicating conversion of natural semi-arid land cover to one of irrigated grasses, shrubs, and trees (Fig. 5) .
In this case, the urbanized portions of this land cover class gained a yearly sum of 10.73 NDVI*days over the non-urbanized areas.
A fourth "Mediterranean" pattern was found for land cover types around urban centers along the Fig. 4 , however, in this case, the yearly total productivity is greater in the urbanized area (net gain of 4.29 NDVI*days). The increase is attributed to the urban heat island and a higher incidence of planted grasses and evergreen shrubs in these areas. 
